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Revelation 22  - Part 1

- River of LIFE
- Tree of LIFE    Gen. 2:9  Rev. 2:7  22:2, 14, 19
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First, the angel takes John to a GREAT and HIGH Mountain
Physical location on the New EARTH 
This is NOT in outer space-atmosphere

It is from this vantage-point the angel shows John the New Jerusalem
Considering 1,500 mi3 John needs an impressive vista from which to view it

“coming down”  καταβαίνω kata-baino = “descends from another place and lands”
The New JERUSALEM with its 1,500 mi2 base as “the CITY is laid out”
will be specifically placed/positioned by God     ON the New EARTH
Greek language clearly describes a descent that culminates with final positioning

CONSIDER  virtually every artist’s rendering of New Jerusalem and New EARTH uses
current planet earth as basis/model. What if New EARTH is much larger
Example: Jupiter 11x earth [basketball compared to a nickel]

1,300 earths would fit inside Jupiter     THAT’S   SCALE!!

Revelation 21:10
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ISS at 245 miles
Pinnacle of 
New Jerusalem
Is 6x this height
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Then he showed me a RIVER of the WATER of LIFE clear as crystal 
κρύσταλλος krystallos

coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb  [God’s throne in New Jerusalem]
in the middle of its street [in the New Jerusalem]

On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing 12 kinds of FRUIT yielding
its FRUIT every MONTH and the LEAVES of the tree were for the healing of the nations

There is some form of “TIME” in God’s new created order [NO surprise]
Original EARTH intended for mankind – God in His heavenly throne-realm
Gen. 1 God’s 6 days of creation then He rests on the 7th day

v-14  lights up in the 2nd heaven [universe] for SIGNS  SEASONS  DAYS  YEARS
Gen. 2  Eden River flows from garden and becomes 4 other rivers

v-9  Tree of LIFE in the middle
New EARTH designed for mankind – God moves His throne-realm to New Jerusalem

Revelation 22:1-2
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Tree of LIFE  a remnant from first Earth continued in New EARTH for mankind

NEW fresh fruit every month that gives LIFE 
That means new buds/leaves all the time

Tree of LIFE always/constantly regenerating in “MONTHLY cycles”
THIS continual newness always reminds 190+ nations of NO MORE disputes
“differences” about race-ethnicity, politics, resources 

NATIONS are now HEALED
NO MORE wars!   NO MORE conflicts!  
Plenty of PEACE   FOOD    RESOURCES   and ETERNAL LIFE

Revelation 22:1-2
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Rev. 21:2-3
Tabernacle
among men
God Himself
will be
among them

God not in
His Heavenly
throne-realm

Rev. 21:1
there is a
New Heavens
and
New Earth
Created Order
Physical Space
Temporal

Rev. 22:1-2
River of LIFE
comes from
God’s throne
and the Lamb
in the middle
of the street

God’s throne
is now within
New Jerusalem

Rev. 22:5
there will
no longer 
be any night
on New Earth
No lamp
No sun
Lord will 
illumine them
God is light and in
Him there is no
darkness  [1st John 1:5]
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Could be: a] 12 unique fruits that together sprout-harvest EVERY month
b] 12 unique fruits     one each month for “12 inferred months”

MOST ARTIST’S DEPICTIONS
What appears to be a small, shallow brook-stream trickling thru New Jerusalem
with just 12 single trees alongside – 6 trees on each side

BUT WAIT! We’ve seen MASSIVE structural dimensions 
Sounds like “roar of many waters”
Incredible SCALE reflecting God’s Majesty-Awe-Power-Might-Beauty

CONSIDER  New Jerusalem perfectly positioned on surface of New EARTH
God’s throne and the Lamb perfectly positioned within CITY
At 1,500 mi2 River of LIFE perhaps hundred [hundreds] miles wide

Revelation 22:1-2
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United States has 250,000 rivers flowing over 3.5 million miles in total length

165 “major” rivers worldwide at 600 miles [1,000km] or longer

Amazon is 7 miles wide in dry season     24 miles wide in rainy season

St. Lawrence River carries Great Lakes to Atlantic Ocean    90 miles wide estuary

Hudson River at Tappan Zee bridge     3 miles across

Nile River is 4,160 miles long    Lake Victoria to Alexandria basin to Mediterranean

We Have NO idea the size of the New EARTH – but with New Jerusalem
at 1,500 mi2 base of the CITY  easy to expect MASSIVE scale for River of LIFE

Rivers of Today’s Earth
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River of LIFE 
1,500 miles each side - Huge gates opening onto what must be proportionally huge streets 
thoroughfares of translucent pure-refined gold - River “in middle of the street”

John 7:37-38 “Is anyone thirsty?”
whoever believes, from his innermost 
being shall GUSH rivers of living water
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Tree of LIFE
On either side of the river was the Tree of LIFE bearing 12 kinds of fruit

yielding its fruit every month . . . . MASSIVE ORCHARDS!!

“Tree” is singular = only ONE kind or type
of “Tree of Life” - but produces 12 kinds of
fruit and THAT crop comes every ‘month’
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Tree of LIFE
On either side of the river was the Tree of LIFE bearing 12 kinds of fruit

yielding its fruit every month . . . . MASSIVE ORCHARDS!!

Consider the requisite harvest-yield to feed perhaps  3 + billion people

Genesis 2:9 from the ground the Lord God caused to grow every tree that 
is pleasing to the sight and good for food . . . . plus 2 additional trees
tree of LIFE in the middle of Eden and knowledge of good and evil

Gen. 3:22 the man has become like one of US knowing good from evil, and now he might
take and eat from the tree of LIFE and live forever

v-24 so he removed man from Eden and at the east end stationed the cherubim
with flaming sword which turned in every direction to guard the tree of LIFE

GOD could not allow mankind to eat the tree of LIFE while in sin and under the curse
THEN everyone from every nation freely eats of the tree of LIFE every month
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There will no longer be any curse - and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it
in the New Jerusalem

Matt. 1:23  His name shall be Immanuel “God WITH us”
His bond-servants will serve Him - they will see His face - His name will be on their foreheads

δοῦλος doulos
Rev. 7:3 these are the 144,000 doulos sealed on their foreheads

And there will no longer be any night - they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the 
light of the sun because the Lord God will illumine them and they will reign forever and ever

Rev. 7:17 the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their Shepherd
He will guide them to springs of water of LIFE

Revelation 22:3-5
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And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true” and the Lord
the God of the spirits of the prophets

1st Peter 1:10-12 the prophets who prophesied made careful search and inquiry seeking
to know what Person or Time the Spirit of Christ within them was
indicating – they were not serving themselves but YOU  

sent His aggelos to show His bond-servants the things which must soon take place
“And behold, I am coming quickly  
Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book”

I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things when I heard and saw I fell down to worship
at the feet of the angel who showed me these things, but he said to me [gender-specific “he”]

“DO NOT do that - I am a fellow servant of   1] yours [JOHN] and 2] your brethren 
the prophets and 3] those who HEED the words of this book  . . . . . WORSHIP GOD”
SAME as Rev. 19:10 aggelos is fellow-servant of John . . . . WORSHIP GOD

Rev. 1:3 blessed are those who read, hear, and HEED
THAT MEANS we are fellow servants with this 7th aggelos

Revelation 22:6-9
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Revelation 22  - Part 2
- Closing Encouragement

from Jesus to John and ALL of us

Next session August 29th


